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warrior and in the Odyssey for an undignified role in some of
the poet's most uncdifying comic relief. Unsympathetic,
too, arc the reigning god's brothers—not only Hades in his
gloomy halls under the earth, but even Poseidon the black-
haired sea-god who in one passage of the Odyssey seems to
manifest a sheer malevolence alien to the character of any
other Greek deity. It is true that the immediate cause of
his turning to stone a ship of the kindly Phaiakes with all
its crew is their befriending of his enemy Odysseus ; but their
king Alkinoos as ho stands sorrowing on the shore calls to
mind an old prophecy that something of the kind would one
day happen " because we are accustomed to help wayfarers
to their homes " (Od. xiii, 173-4).
That, however, is exceptional. On the whole, Homer's
gods are gracious human presences, not without an ethical side.
Zeus is the protector of the helpless outcast, and even sends
thunder at harvest-time upon men who pervert justice at the
judgment'-seat (IL xvi, 885-8), though at the same time
it is also noticeable that Hermes, who, as his old epic Hymn
tells, " lifted " the cattle of Apollo while still in his cradle,
is ready to act as the patron-god of thieving and perjury
(Od. xix, 394-G). Still on the whole the chief trouble about
the Olympian gods is that, to quote a recent writer,1 " thanks
to the poets, the anthropomorphic tendency of myth had
overreached itself". The more these old nature-powers
are humanized, the less worshipful they become. One cannot
feel that they would go far towards satisfying for simple
people that complex group of instincts, individual and social,
that finds an outlet in religion.
Certainly in Hesiod we do Find evidence of a preoccupation
with unseen powers that is quite absent from Homer. There
is astonishingly little in Homer that can be called super-
stition, He refers to the skill of Agamede of Ephyra in the
virtues of herbs (IL xi, 740); but where is the dividing line
to be drawn, in a pre-seientific age, between the virtues
of herbs in the hands of the magician and of the ordinary
man ? And when the boy Odysseus is wounded by a boar,
1 Coraford, Before and After Socrates^ p, 15,

